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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Theories, Histories and Practices of Development is the second of a two course sequence that 
starts with Global Flows.  While that course focuses primarily on States and Markets broadly, 
this course is dedicated to exploring “Development” as a foundational idea in the construction 
of contemporary global political economy.   

“Development” is a word that has taken on diverse meanings, sometimes precise, but often 
vague, more ideological than substantive.  One use of the term is as shorthand to describe 
broad scale historical social changes having to do with economic growth and better quality of 
human life.  This sense of development implies a process of becoming – “developing” – and 
arrival at a state of being – “developed” – and as such carries the aura of a natural process.  But 
the term also serves as a conceptual and ideological justification for national states and 
international institutions to actively shape peoples and places through intervention projects, 
i.e., “development” doesn’t just happen, it is something that is done.  In this sense, 
development is a project, an exercise in power, a system of rule.  The aim of this course is to 
provide a general introduction to the issue of development by exploring this tension between 
process and project.  What are the changes that have or can occur that we call ‘development’?  
What are the theoretical and historical relations between these changes and the planning and 
doing of development?  Is it sensible to talk of development today and into the future or have 
the ideas and practices of development as historical phenomena run their course?   

The course is divided into two components capped with book length case studies.  The first 
sections, Histories of (Theories of) Development, looks at the history of development thinking 
through a critical theoretic lens.  We start by looking at two famous approaches to 
understanding the origins of capitalism, those of Marx and Weber.  These provide us with 
analytic frameworks for assessing the rest of the readings in the course.  We then read 
examples of theory from the time period under consideration along with more recent 
discussions that place the ideas (and sometimes the very documents) in historical context.  The 
second half of the course, Practices of (Politics of) Development, examines the organizational 
and professional conduct of development, in short, it looks at “actors” in development such as 
donor agencies, NGOs, practitioners and citizens.  The readings are chosen on the assumption, 
founded in the first half of the class, that development is not a neutral implementation of 
technocratic policy but is instead a political project, a way of organizing the world for specific 
ends.  The course ends with poster session of student research projects. 

mailto:chrislondon@newschool.edu
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES/EXPECTATIONS 

1. Familiarity with the history of the world economy, diverse experiences of development 
across both the global “south” and “north. 

2. Understanding of the roles played by states, multilateral institutions, and civil society in 
structuring economic, social, and political outcomes. 

3. Basic understanding of the relationships between development theories, historical context, 
and geo-political ideologies. 

4. Ability to critically assess development theories and discourses, and deploy those critiques 
in the evaluation of specific development experiences and recommend alternative 
approaches. 

5. Ability to logically relate theories of social phenomena and causation with evidence, i.e., to 
analyze the relationship between theories and facts, including the use of both qualitative 
and quantitative forms of evidence. 

RESEARCH PROJECT: ASSIGNMENTS, SCORING AND FORMATS 

PROJECT DETAILS 

In keeping with theme of the tension between process and project, assignments in this course 
will explore the history, planning, conduct and consequences of development through a case 
study.  You will focus your research on particular geographies and an issue.  Specifically you 
must choose an issue that is operative within more than one country.  Issues can be whatever 
you have an interest in. Rubber production, de-glaciation, slum rebuilding, eco-tourism, and 
ICTs are just a few examples of the kind of topics you might address.  On choosing your issue, 
you must select two countries on which to focus your research.  You could, for example, 
compare climate change policy in India and Brazil.  But you do not have to choose your 
countries solely from the so-called “developing world.”  You might, for example, want to 
explore the consequences of gold mining for indigenous peoples in the Western United States 
and Irian Jaya, or approaches to regulating sex tourism in the Netherlands and Thailand.  The 
specification of countries does not mean you have to focus on the national level.  You might 
choose to focus on Mumbai and Rio for example, or specific protected areas threatened by 
mining in Wyoming and Irian Jaya. However you define the issue and spatial parameters of your 
case, you will engage in an iterative process of research in which each stage helps you build 
toward the next.   

ASSIGNMENT DETAILS AND DUE DATES 

a. Topic, February 10 (750 words plus references and maps):  Write a three page overview 
of your research project that presents the topic, identifies the spaces and key “actors,” 
and outlines a central research question.  
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b. Statistical Profile, March 2 (750 words plus references and data): Prepare a statistical 
profile that compiles data on the demography, economics and other key indicators that 
are relevant to your topic and research question.  Identify the key policy document that 
will be the focus of your later papers. 

c. 20th Century History, March 30 (1250 words plus references and supporting materials): 
Write a narrative history of your topic that covers the “long” 20th century (late 19th to 
early 21st centuries).  Describe the “development” for your topic and spaces.  While this 
could be vast in scope, use your research question to discipline your narrative.  Be 
creative in your source materials. 

d. Current Policy Framework, April 20 (1250 words plus references and supporting 
materials):  Review and critique current policy documents that are relevant to your 
topic and research question by placing the documents within theoretical and historical 
context. 

e. What Is To Be Done? May 16 (5000 words plus references and supporting materials): 
Prepare a final research report that compiles your preceding work and concludes with a 
discussion of the prospects for democratic development.  Your compilation of preceding 
work must not be merely cut and paste but a substantial revision, integration and 
reorganization of your work.  Your conclusions must consider the problems and 
prospects for citizen leadership. 

f. Poster Session, May 11: Prepare a poster that illustrates your research project and be 
prepared to present and discuss you project. 

g. Discussion Leader and Check-In: In addition to your research project you and another 
will lead discussion of readings in one class session.  You must meet with the professor 
prior to this session to discuss your strategy.  You will also do a “check-in” in the same 
session in which you discuss your research project for no more than 5 minutes.  

SCORING 

Assignment FileName Value (%) 
Topic Topic 10 
Statistical Profile Stats 10 
20th Century History History 15 
Policy Framework Policy 15 
Final Final 40 
Poster Session  5 
Discussion Leader and Check-In  5 
Total  100 
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ITERATION 

Each paper must be a standalone work with its own title and thesis-argument-evidence-
conclusion structure. You may however reference future or past papers as you develop your 
argument.  That is, it may happen that you need to mention a factor that influences your 
argument but will only be fully elaborated in a future paper.  In that case you may indicate, in a 
footnote for example, that the given point will be developed at a later date.  You of course may 
reference your previous papers, it is not necessary to fully restate previous arguments.  Assume 
that the reader is informed. 

FORMATS 

Paper length is specified below in terms of word counts; 250 words is roughly one page double 
spaced but not if there are tables, images or other non-textual elements.  So count your words 
accordingly.  Do not go over the word count, but you may go under.  That said, the expectation 
is that you should write much more than the assigned amount and through judicious editing, 
tightening of arguments and removal of extraneous information submit a paper at or under the 
word count.   

• Use the following protocol for all assignment file names: LastName-
AssignmentFileName. 

• You must use APA or ASA citation style.  Purdue and Cornell have good online guides.   

• Your papers must have a title, appropriate headings and subheadings and page 
numbers.   

• You must include a reference list and supporting materials; these are not included in 
your word count.   

• You must use 12 point type size and a conventional font such as Times New Roman, 
Helvetica, Garamond, etc.   

• Tables, charts, images, etc. must all be captioned and appropriately referenced.   

• Footnotes (do not use endnotes) are to be used sparingly and only to elaborate a 
tangential argument that nevertheless deepens your core argument, or to clarify your 
use of a source, or for any other purpose that directly contributes to strengthening your 
argument.    

EXTENSION REQUESTS AND PENALTIES 

All papers must be submitted electronically by the start of class the day they are due.  If you 
have reason to believe that you cannot finish your paper in time, you must request an 
extension a minimum of one day ahead of time.  Extensions will not be automatically approved.  
If a request is made after the notification deadline only certified medical excuses, 
accommodation requests or other formal procedures will be considered in determining 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
https://www.library.cornell.edu/research/citation/apa
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whether an extension will be allowed.  A late paper will be reduced automatically by 20% and 
another 20% for every 24 hours that it is not submitted.   

SCORING CRITERIA  

Criterion 
Approximate 
Weight (%) 

Breadth of research: Incisive use of scholarly literature and other sources of credible 
information; identification and use of appropriate data sources and comparative cases. 

25 

Incorporation of readings: Use of assigned readings; outside reading must not be done 
in lieu of assigned reading, but in addition to it.   

25 

Quality of prose: Clear, grammatical sentences; correct use of terms and concepts; 
clear and compelling use of examples, illustrations, images, and/or numerical data 

25 

Formatting and editing: consistent and thorough citations; complete and properly 
formatted bibliography; properly captioned figures, tables and/graphs; all documents 
must also be properly proof-read before submission  

15 

Creativity: Making interesting and unusual associations or comparisons; nuanced 
interpretation of facts, events, theories, policies, etc. 

10 

RESOURCES  

The university provides many resources to help students achieve academic and artistic 
excellence.  These resources include: 

• The University (and associated) Libraries: http://library.newschool.edu.  You can also use 
library services at NYU’s Bobst Library.  Do not presume that you can do the assigned work 
for this course without ever setting foot in the library. 

• The University Learning Center: http://www.newschool.edu/learning-center.  If you have 
challenges organizing your time, conducting research, writing, and/or working with 
deadlines you should avail yourself of the resources available through the learning center.  
If I detect that you are in need of such services I will instruct you to do so. 

• University Disabilities Service: www.newschool.edu/student-disability-services/   In keeping 
with the university’s policy of providing equal access for students with disabilities, any 
student with a disability who needs academic accommodations is welcome to meet with me 
privately. All conversations will be kept confidential. Students requesting any 
accommodations will also need to contact Student Disability Service (SDS). SDS will conduct 
an intake and, if appropriate, the Director will provide an academic accommodation 
notification letter for you to bring to me. At that point, I will review the letter with you and 
discuss these accommodations in relation to this course. 

  

http://library.newschool.edu/
http://www.newschool.edu/learning-center
http://www.newschool.edu/student-disability-services/
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ACADEMIC HONESTY AND INTEGRITY   

Compromising your academic integrity may lead to serious consequences, including (but not 
limited to) one or more of the following: failure of the assignment, failure of the course, 
academic warning, disciplinary probation, suspension from the university, or dismissal from the 
university.   

Students are responsible for understanding the University’s policy on academic honesty and 
integrity and must make use of proper citations of sources for writing papers and doing 
research. It is the responsibility of students to learn the procedures specific to their discipline 
for correctly and appropriately differentiating their own work from that of others.  The full text 
of the policy, including adjudication procedures, is found at 
http://www.newschool.edu/leadership/provost/policies/  

Plagiarism is wrong, unoriginal, and very annoying.  Don’t do it.  Resources regarding what 
plagiarism is and how to avoid it can be found on the Learning Center’s website:  
http://www.newschool.edu/learning-center/virtual-handout-drawer/  

READING SCHEDULE 

HISTORIES OF (THEORIES OF) DEVELOPMENT 

1. JANUARY 27: WHAT IS “DEVELOPMENT”? 

• Williams: Development  
• Willis: What Do We Mean by Development? 

1. FEBRUARY 3: THE DEVELOPMENT OF CAPITALISM: MARX AND WEBER 

• Marx: Selections from Capital 
• Weber: Selections from The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism 

2. FEBRUARY 10: COLONIAL IMPERIALISM 

• Lugard: The White Man’s Task in Tropical Africa  
• Kothari: Visual Representations of Development: The Empire Marketing Board Poster 

Campaign, 1926– 1933 
• Cooper: Modernizing Bureaucrats, Backward Africans and the Development Concept 

3. FEBRUARY 17: DEVELOPMENT AS: MODERNIZATION  

• Lerner: Modernizing Styles of Life  
• Hirschman:  Obstacles to Development: A Classification and a Quasi-Vanishing Act  
• London:  Class Relations and Capitalist Development: Subsumption in the Colombian Coffee 

Industry, 1927-1992 

http://www.newschool.edu/leadership/provost/policies/
http://www.newschool.edu/learning-center/virtual-handout-drawer/
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4. FEBRUARY 24: DEVELOPMENT AS: DEPENDENCY  

• Cardoso and Faletto: Comprehensive Analysis of Development  
• Fanon: Concerning Violence 
• Ibhawoh and Dibua: Deconstructing Ujamaa: The Legacy of Julius Nyerere in the Quest for 

Social and Economic Development in Africa 

5. MARCH 2: DEVELOPMENT AS: GLOBALIZATION 

• Robinson: Remapping development in light of globalisation: from a territorial to a social 
cartography 

• Robertson: Glocalization: Time-space and homogeneity-heterogeneity 
• Benson and Fischer: Broccoli and Desire  

6. MARCH 9: DEVELOPMENT AS: NEO-IMPERIALISM 

• Harvey: The 'New' Imperialism: Accumulation by Dispossession  
• Sankey: Colombia: The Mining Boom: A Catalyst of Development or Resistance? 

7. MARCH 16: HISTORIES OF DEVELOPMENT 

• Li: Land’s End: Capitalist Relations on an Indigenous Frontier 

MARCH 23: SPRING BREAK, NO CLASS 

PRACTICES OF (POLITICS OF) DEVELOPMENT 

8. MARCH 30: DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTIONS 

• Desai: Aid 
• Biccum: Development and the ‘New’ Imperialism: A Reinvention of Colonial Discourse in 

DFID Promotional Literature 
• Gulrajani: Transcending the Great Foreign Aid Debate: Managerialism, Radicalism and the 

Search For Aid Effectiveness 

9. APRIL 6: NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

• Mitlin et al.: Reclaiming Development? NGOs and the Challenge of Alternatives 
• Fowler: Development and the New Security Agenda: W(h)ither(ing) NGO Alternatives?  
• Trudeau and Veronis: Enacting State Restructuring: NGOs as ‘Translation Mechanisms’ 

10. APRIL 13: POLICY MAKING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

• Verger et al.: Learning from all? The World Bank, Aid Agencies and the Construction of 
Hegemony in Education For Development 

• Adan, et al.: Who Is Listening? The Impact of Participatory Poverty Research on Policy 
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11. APRIL 20: PRACTITIONERS 

• Frank: The Development Game  
• Kothari: Authority and Expertise: The Professionalisation of International Development and 

the Ordering of Dissent 
• Wilson: Beyond the Technocrat? The Professional Expert in Development Practice 

12. APRIL 27: DEMOCRACY 

• Wallerstein: The Insurmountable Contradictions of Liberalism  
• Alvarez: Beyond NGO-ization? Reflections from Latin America 
• Wald: Anarchist Participatory Development: A Possible New Framework? 

13. MAY 4: PRACTICES OF DEVELOPMENT 

• Mosse: Cultivating Development: An Ethnography of Aid Policy and Practice 

14. MAY 11: POSTER SESSION 
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